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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Spiritans in Puerto Rico
Until a few years ago, when one spoke of the Southern Hemisphere, one meant the earth south of the equator. Economic realities and the North-South dialogue
have shifted the equator northwards, and in this context,
when one speaks of the Southern Hemisphere, one
usually includes Central America and the Caribbean, the
whole of Africa and much of Asia. This applies in the
Congregation too, when one says, for instance, that today there are 482 young Spiritans in formation in the
Southern Hemisphere, as compared with 166 in the
Northern. The most northerly of these "southern" areas of formation are Mexico, Haiti and Puerto Rico - all
some 20 degrees north of the equator. Spiritans have
been in Puerto Rico since 1931, but it was only in 1978
that a novitiate was started there, and today the Foundation as such counts 5 young priests, one Brother, 4
professed theologians and 4 pre-novitiate philosophy
students.
Puerto Rico, the most eastern of the Greater Antilles
islands, is about 100 miles long and 35 miles wide, with an
area of 3,423 square miles (8,865 sq. kms.) . It is blessed
with'a pleasant climate - tropical but not excessively hot.
Its population of 3 .5 million is 90% Catholic, but regular
churchgoers are only about 20%. The island was discovered by Columbus in 1493, on his second voyage, and
remained Spanish until it was ceded to the United States in
1898, after the Spanish-American War. In 1917, all Puerto
Ricans were granted U. S. citizenship, and in 1952 U. S.
Commonwealth status was granted; with internal self-government . Some have pressed for full independence, and
others for full integration in the United States, but the present arrangement seems to hold most advantages, with a
measure of independence and a measure of U. S. aid, plus
citizenship and freedom of entry to the United States.
While the standard of living is among the highest in Latin
America, there are many social problems, one being a high
rate of divorce, due to husbands leaving for work in the United States and starting second families there. The rate of
unemployment is high, alcoholism is widespread and the
drug problem is getting worse, with a concomitant increase
in violent crime. Homes have to be protected now by steel
bars .
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The Church has to face up to these problems in its pastoral work, and it has been found that 50% of the students
in Catholic schools live with only one parent . (None of the
Spiritan seminarians, incidentally, have come from Catholic
schools .) Church life is marked, as in much of Latin America,
by a love of .. fiestas· and processions, and during the Holy
Week processions one could imagine oneself in Spain. It
should be remembered that, while English is the language of
tourism and big business, the language of everyday life is
Spanish and the majority of people do not speak English.
One feature of Church life is the large amount of lay
involvement, and organizations like the Hermandad and the
Cursillo movement have been instrumental in producing effective lay leaders, with both men and women playing prominent roles. There are many permanent deacons (over 300
in San Juan alone), giving valuable help in the ministry. The
Legion of Mary is strong, and the Charismatic movement has
grown rapidly in recent times. The Church also makes effective use of the communications media.

The Spiritan presence
The first four Spiritans arrived in
Puerto Rico on 12 January 1931, at the
invitation of the Bishop of San Juan.
At the time Puerto Rico had a population of about 1.5 million, with 150
priests, many of them Redemptorists,
Capuchins and Dutch Dominicans.
There were two dioceses : San Juan
and Ponce. Today San Juan is an archdiocese, with four suffragan dioceses :
Ponce, Arecibo, Caguas and MayagOez.
The first Spiritans were Frs. Christopher Plunkett (who two years later became the U. S. Provincial), William Duffy, Regis Guthrie and Joseph Boyd. Fr.
Boyd died in Puerto Rico in 1984 aher
more than 50 years there.

Orocovis, in the central mountains, since 1952, at Salinas,
on the south coast, since 1960, and on the offshore island
of Vieques since 1974.

The church built by Spiritans at Hato Rey.

The Spiritans were assigned to Arecibo, which at the
time was a single parish with a population of 18,000 in the
town and 32,000 in the surrounding countryside . They immediately set about bu ilding a parish house and starting a
school, which , opened in 1931 and staffed by Sisters, developed so well that it became one of the best high schools in
the island and was taken over by the new Diocese of Arecibo in 1961 . Also in 1961 , the parish was divided into five
parishes, all run by Spiritans, but within ten years all but the
cathedral parish were handed over to the diocesan clergy .
The cathedral parish itself was handed over only in 1986,
after a Spiritan presence of 55 years .
The second parish to be opened was that of Hato Rey in
San Juan, in 1941. Hato Rey is now the island's main banking and business district, but at the time it was just being
developed and there was no parish there. A church had to
be built, as well as a rectory and a school. The school was
opened the following year, also with the help of Sisters, and,
as in Arecibo, it developed rapidly, reaching an enrolment of
1,800 by 1960. A beautiful church along Spanish Renaissance lines was completed in 1954 and blessed by the then
Superior General, Fr. Francis Griffin . The Congregation's
policy was to accept poor or non-existent parishes, develop
them and then hand them over to the local clergy, and Hato
Rey was handed over to the archdiocese in 1977. A good
number of Puerto Rico's 750 priests today are Puerto Rican,
and before long the clergy will be almost entirely local.
Other parishes staffed over the years (for an average of
20 years each) have been : Barceloneta , Toa Alta, Toa Baja,
Jayuya, Juncos, Rio Grande, Levittown and San Jose Obrero
(San Juan). At present, with aging personnel and attention
being given to the development of the Foundation, only four
parishes are staffed by Spiritans: in Dorado, Orocovis, Salinas and Vieques. The Congregation has worked in Dorado,
on the north coast not far from the capital, since 1942, at

Puerto Rico was set up as a separate District in 1956,
with Fr. Robert Eberhardt as District Superior. At the time
there were 30 Spiritans, with the pastoral care of some
300,000 people. He was succeeded nine years later by Fr.
Jacob Grossmann, who was one of a group of five Spiritans
from the German Province who came to Puerto Rico in 194 7
after having first served in Nigeria and then been interned on
the island of Jamaica by the British during World War II.
Three of the group (Frs. Wehning, Humpert and Seifried) are
still working in Puerto Rico . The subsequent District Superiors have been Frs. Vincent Niederberger, Albert Seichepine,
Charles Connors and the present Superior, Neil McQuillan.
(Fr. Connors had been previously Provincial of USA-East and
a General Councillor, and Fr. Eberhardt later also served on
the General Council.)
In 1964 a District House was built in Dorado, and today
the novitiate of the new Foundation is in a separate building
beside it. The Communications office is based at the District House, under Fr. Connors, who publishes the quarterly
magazine El Mensajero def Espfritu Santo, which has a circulation of 12,000. Both the office and the magazine were
started in 1956 by Fr. Thomas Sharkey, now pastor of Salinas.
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M
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Two of the members of the District hold appointments
from the Holy See. Fr. Robert Graves has been National
Director of the Pontifical Mission Aid Societies since 1984,
when he succeeded Fr. Edward Wolfe, who had died the
previous year after holding the post for a long time. Fr.
Tosello Giangiacomo was appointed by the Holy See, also in
1984, as President of the Catholic University of Puerto Rico,
based in Ponce . He has worked for the university since
1960, and both he and Fr. Graves have been working in
Puerto Rico for the past 40 years .
The first Chapter of the District was held in February
1982, with 26 participants, and the second from 13-18
November last year, in Dorado, with 14 voting members,
who re-elected Fr. McQuillan for a second term as District
Superior. One of the main points on the agenda was the
Foundation and its relation to the District.

The Foundation

The novitiate at Dorado.

2

For practically 50 years the Congregation's aim in Puerto
Rico was to help build up the local clergy. In the 1970s,
however, it was felt that the time had come to accept local
Spiritan vocations and in this way to encourage a missionary
orientation in the Puerto Rican Church. In 1975, Fr. McQuillan was named vocations director, and in August 1976 the
first five Spiritan candidates began their training at the dioce-

san Regina Cieri seminary in Ponce, with Fr. John Sakowich
as director. The following year, they continued their studies
there, along with seven new entrants, but in a rented residence of their own, near the seminary. Aher two years, the
pre-novitiate course was moved to Bayamon, where the students live in their own residence and attend lectures at the
Dominicans· Catholic "Universidad Central· nearby. Since
1979 their director has been Fr . Neil McQuillan, who has
continued in the post even aher being named District Superior.

gram and one at the Brazilian house of theology in Sao Paulo), and the four pre-novitiate students have moved into the
theologians' house, with Fr. McOuillan. Their own house
has just been sold, and there are plans for building a more
functional pre-novitiate house. While the overseas training
program is being held in Brazil at present, it has also been
held in Mexico, Santo Domingo and French Guiana in the
past, and all novices have had a month or two in Guadeloupe, for a trans-cultural experience, during their novitiate
year.

It was on 13 April 1978 that the General Council decided to set up a novitiate at Dorado, setting its seal of
approval on the new Foundation. The first novitiate, however. did not last long, as the two novices who began in
August that year leh in December. The second novitiate
two years later, with Fr. Sakowich as novice master and Fr.
Patrick Sheils (England) as assistant, proved successful, and
the three novices were professed on 8 August 1981 at an
open-air Mass in Dorado attended by more than 700 people.
(A similar attendance had gathered there two months earlier
for a Mass, presided over by Cardinal Aponte, to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the Spiritans in Puerto Rico. Of the
68 Spiritans, mostly from the United States, who had
worked in the island during the 50 years, 24 were still
there .)

The first priest of the Foundation, Fr. Jose Alamo, was
ordained in December 1985, Frs . Carlos Lozada and Alvaro
Quinones in September 1986, Fr. Ivan Serrano in May 1987,
and Fr. Osvaldo Perez in February 1988. Fr. Alamo is now
director of vocations for the Foundation, while the other four
have gone as missionaries to Brazil - Fr. Perez to Ceilllndia
(Brasflia) and Frs . Ouinones, Lozada and Serrano, with_Br.
Jose Ramfrez to the town of Bras Cubas, near Sao Paulo.
The send-off of the first missionaries (the Bras Cubas group),
on 27 July 1987, was an important event for the Foundation, with Cardinal Aponte presiding at the televised outdoor
Mass in Dorado. The Spiritans, said the Cardinal, were the
last missionaries to arrive in Puerto Rico but the first to send
out a mission team, making Puerto Rico a mission-sending
Church .

Three more were professed in 1982, and for the following year two Brazilian novices, with their director, Fr. Antonio Laranjeira (Portugal), joined three Puerto Ricans. A few
months later, tragedy struck as Fr. Sakowich collapsed and
died, at the ·age of 36, while playing basketball with the
novices. Fr. Laranjeira replaced him as novice master, and
continued in the post the following year and in 1986-87,
before returning to Brazil. There is no novitiate in the current year.

The idea of mission is prominent in the "caminata ", or
100-mile walk for vocations, which the Foundation has promoted at the beginning of January each year for the past six
years. Inspired by similar walks for vocations in the English
Province, it draws about 100 participants each time (young
men over the age of 16) and gets considerable publicity .
The route is not always the same, but the crowds that greet
the walkers at the different stops during the eight or nine
days are always enthusiastic, and the walkers themselves
feel they are doing something worthwhile as they sing, pray
and reflect along the way. When they pass through a cathedral town, the bishop himself usually presides at the Mass
and addresses them . The enthusiasm that animates the
"caminatas • is typical of this young Foundation that looks
forward to the future with the optimism and vitality characteristic of the youthful Churches of the "southern" hemisphere .

For their theological studies after the novitiate, the professed students have had their own residence in Bayamon,
separate from the pre-novitiate house, and close to their
courses at the Dominicans' theologate, which is part of the
• Universidad Central·. For the past three years, Fr. Noel
Banahan (Ireland) has been the director, but this year all four
theologians are in Brazil (three on their overseas training pro-

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
·The General Council
• on .1 February, appointed Fr. Bernard COURANT to the
French Seminary in Rome, from 1 September 1989. (He
will take the place of Fr. Andre LOOS , who will be going to
Rue Lhomond as mission procurator.)
• on 15 February, appointed Fr. Kenneth MARTIN ·(England)
Director of the Documentation Centre at the Generalate
for a three-year term, as from 1 February 1989;
• on 15 February, appointed Fr. Ezenaldo SILVA ARAUJO
(Brazil) to the District of Brazil South (First Appointment);
• on 3 March, at the request of the District Council of Kongolo, changed the name of the District of Kongolo to the
District of Za'ire.

New

II

Etat du Personnel
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The new Official Directory of the Congregation (" Etat du
Personnel") was sent out to the circumscriptions (in the
quantities requested or estimated) at the end of February.
Further copies may be ordered from the General Secretariat
at the price of US $10 each, postage included. The Secretariat would be grateful if errors are pointed out, so that they
may be corrected in future editions. One error to be corrected immediately is on page 78, where the address of the
Brottier Seminary, Libreville, should be B. P. 3933, and not

3993. Also Fr. Anthony Byrne's address, page 10, should
be 6 Mornington Park ...

The Generalate
• At the request of their respective Provincials, the European provincial bursars held a meeting at the Generalate
from 26-28 January, to discuss financial solidarity in the
Congregation. About 70% of the • Cor Unum· allocation
each year goes to the financing of the formation needs of
young Provinces and Foundations. To meet these needs
the General Council would like to increase the capital investment of the Allocation Fund (SRL 233.7) by means of a single special contribution, from circumscriptions that are in a
position to do so, of 5% of their financial resources and
reserves. The bursars agreed in principle to such a measure, subject to approval by the Provincial authorities.
• Computerization at the Generalate began in 1983 under Fr.
Thomas Farrelly, in the Planning Office, and Fr. Willy Vervoort, as accountant in the General Bursar's Office. Both
gave several years of their expertise in this field to the General Administration. A computer was later installed also in
the General Secretariat. The General Council is now considering broadening the scope of its computerization, and to
help advise on this project it secured the services of Fr. David Cottingham of the Province of USA/East, who spent two
months before Easter at the Generalate, studying the requirements and giving lessons in the use of computers to the
Councillors and staff. He will return in late April to put concrete proposals before the Council and to see to the installa-
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tion of the material decided on. The General Administration
is grateful to Fr. Cottingham and to the USA/E Province for
his assistance, and to Frs. Vervoort and Farrelly for first
introducing this technology to the Generalate. A new telephone system has also just been installed in the house.
• The Generalate is grateful also to Br. Paul Villain and the
Province of France for Br. Paul's services since the beginning
of January. He is spending three or four months repainting
rooms, and the cheerful dedication he brings to his work is
much appreciated.
• Thanks are due also to Fr. Paul Sigrist, who leaves Fribourg in April to take up an appointment in France. He has
worked for the General Administration's accounts in Switzerland since 1973, being director since 1982.

As the Congregation's statistics were not included in
the new Directory, here is a breakdown of the professed
members according to their circumscription "of origin", on 1
March 1989:

Bps.

Prs.

Brs.

Schol.

France
Ireland
Holland
Portugal
Nigeria

886
642
349
226
211

15
5
3
3
1

722
590
274
167
92

138
30
72
45
6

Germany
USA/E
Switzerland
England
Belgium

164
142
95
85
82

3
3

123
127
90
78
74

35
7
3
2
6

3
5
2
4

36
45
55
59
47

7
1
7
2

36
23
3
5
2

4
32
8
18
16

2

34
3
22
12
5

-1

2

-

Poland
East Africa
Canada
USA/W
Trans-Canada

79
69
66
66
49

WAF
Trinidad
CAF
Angola
Brazil

40
36
34
32
26

Spain
Puerto Rico
IOF
Haiti
Za"ire
Sthn Africa

23
10
8
2
2
1

--

3425

39

1
-

-

1

-

-1

-

-

Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:
26 Aug. : Archbishop Thomas BROSNAHAN, Frs. Paul
CLOONAN and Michael HARKINS (Ireland).

Statistics of the Congregation

Total

bration that had been planned for the Asuncion cathedral,
with the Archbishop presiding, to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights . After the
police prevented anyone from entering the catlledral, the
crowd gathered in the public square, hoping to hold a prayer
service there. The police charged, using their clubs, and Fr.
Hearn was beaten, his glasses thrown to the ground, and he
was handcuffed and taken to the police station along with
about 30 others. He was freed after several hours' detention, and later protested through the U. S. Embassy in Asunci6n.

-

4
2
4

18
5
3
2
1

3
1

-

-

2686

377

11
17

-

11
112

-

2
4
5

-

60 Years of Priesthood:
7 July : Fr. Antonius van ROOIJ (Holland).
31 Aug. : Fr. John A. STRMISKA (USA/W).
50 Years of Priesthood:
2 July
Fr. Pierre CAMELAN (French Guiana) .
9 July
Fr. Frans LEFEVRE (Belgium) .
Frs. Martinus AARTS, Theodorus ROOIJAKKERS,
16 July
Petrus SCHOL TEN and Franciscus SOOTIENS
(Holland), Petrus van DOORN (Brazil Central), Henri NOUAILLE (Reunion) and Hermanus VLOET
(Germany).
Frs. Louis CARRON (Senegal), Maurice CURTIN
23 July
(Ireland), Aloys GAIST (Switzerland), Pedro VALDEZ (Trinidad) and John J. WALSH, sen .
(USA/W).
Archbishop Gerard de MILLEVILLE, Frs. Eugene
26 July
CRESPEL, Rene LAMAZE, Francois LE BOURHIS,
Albert POUGET, Charles SURGAND, Victor
THIEL, Michel VIATTE and Charles WERLEN
(France), Wenceslas BRZOZOWSKI and Stanislaw FORYS (Poland), Armand BENDER (Martinique), Eugene CLIVAZ (Yaounde), Richard CUMMINS (England), Julien GA YET (Guadeloupe),
Etienne GRIENENBERGER (Reunion), Edouard HAMELBERG (Sierra Leone), Marcel LE BERRE (Senegal), Maurice LE MAILLOUX (Bangui), Raymond
NICOUD (French Seminary), Ernest SCHUMACHER (Switzerland) and Gilles SILLARD (Gabon).
35 Years a Bishop:
1 July : Bishop Jean DAVID (France).

1
1

323

Paraguay
Spiritans will no doubt have been pleased for our confreres in Paraguay that the 34-year rule of dictator Gen .
Alfredo Stroessner came to an end on 3 February. He was
overthrown in a coup by Gen. Andres Rodriguez, who has
promised elections for 1 May. What this will mean for the
future direction of the country still remains to be seen.
Meanwhile, before the fall of Stroessner, a Spiritan from the
USA/E Province, Fr. Edward Hearn, was involved in an incident on 10 December in connection with a Eucharistic cele-

Our Dead
21
28
3
16
17
18
19
19
1
3
5
6
14
16

Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Gabriel MOHAMED (Madagascar), 72.
Wilhelm HANSEN (Germany), 80.
John P. MORRISSEY (Ireland), 74.
Felix LOOP (Switzerland), 81.
Wilhelm MEUTHEN (Germany), 91.
Jer8me TRUTTMANN, (France), 83.
Antoine GRUBER (Yaounde), 77 .
Francis L. Ml,JLLIN (USA/E), 79.
Bernardus JAGERS (Holland), 60.
Francois JACOBS (Belgium), 72 .
Peter BECKER (USA/E), 82.
Patrick CURTIN (Ireland), 76.
Christianus SPAANS (Holland), 92.
Olivier SABOT (France), 93.
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